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ENVIRONMENT
BBAG BRIEFING NOTE
INTRODUCTION
The document is to be read in conjunction with the Bermuda
Connectivity Project Briefing Note prepared by the Bermuda Bridge
Action Group. This briefing notes details the wider environmental
impacts of opening the Bermuda Bridge over the A444 to all traffic
including heavy goods vehicles as being promoted by Warwickshire
County Council (WCC) with funding from the Coventry & Warwickshire
Local Enterprise Partnership.

BACKGROUND
The project proposes that the pedestrian and cycling bridge over the
A444 is opened up to all road traffic in order to provide “greater
connectivity” for the local road network and to provide a direct link
between West Nuneaton and the Griff Roundabout avoiding the A444
bypass. Some of the relevant objectives of the scheme are:

JMP Bridge Feasibility
Study for Warwickshire
County Council:
3.51 - "Construction of
the development, as well
as opening it to the
traffic will produce air
and noise pollution and
increase roads accidents
and congestion around
the site. The
development will also
affect residents of
Nuneaton due to
increase of pollutants
related to traffic
emission."

• Opening the existing bridge over the A444 to all traffic and road users
and connecting to the local highway network.
• Enhancements to Heath End Road / Bermuda Road junction.
• Enhancements to Griff Roundabout.
• Enhancements to the highway and cycle way on St Georges Way.
• Provision of additional car and cycle parking for Bermuda Rail Station.
Unfortunately the negative aspects of opening the bridge to traffic to
the local community and in particular the impact on the environment
have been ignored in pursuing growth fund monies to implement what
is purely a congestion relieving scheme for the A444 (see quotes
opposite). The impact of the scheme will create a Nuneaton Western
Bypass through a residential community providing a short cut for
commuters and heavy goods vehicles heading towards Coventry, the
M6 Motorway, Bermuda Park and the A5. The proposed route is also
close to two Special Sites of Scientific Interest (SSSI) at Ensors Pool
and Griff Quarry. We are calling upon all groups with in interest in the
environment to get involved in the forthcoming public consultation and
reject the scheme proposals due to its significant negative effects.

4.2 - "The assessments
indicate that limited bus
operational and
patronage benefits
would occur from the
opening of the bridge in
the form of a sustainable
modes bridge given that
cycling and walking are
already catered for on
an informal basis.
Table 6.3 -"The above
analysis assumes that
no new benefits accrue
from the provision of the
cycle ways as these
journeys can already be
made."

WHY REJECT THE SCHEME?
The Bermuda Connectivity Growth Fund Business Case notes that the
Project “would deliver large benefits to Nuneaton and Warwickshire in
terms of transport, economic development, social and environmental
objectives and that it would represent a good value for money
investment.” This briefing notes aims to highlight that this statement is
incorrect and that the scheme is very damaging to the environment and
that it does not provide value for money. No alternative schemes have
been assessed in developing the project to date (a WebTAG
assessment should have been undertaken) while there is an alternative
scheme that could be implemented for a similar capital investment that
would avoid the environmental issues highlighted in this document.
Prior to approving funding Warwickshire County Council commissioned
a feasibility study into the project. This highlighted some alarming
conclusions that were not reported to the elected members in the
Cabinet reports to both WCC or Nuneaton & Bedworth Council that
were submitted to approve the Growth Fund monies for the scheme.
JMP BERMUDA BRIDGE FEASIBILITY STUDY:
Section 3.45 of the JMP report noted the following issues with
reopening the Bermuda Bridge with the approaches to the bridge
having to be rebuilt with earthworks and invasive works encroaching
onto historical landfill sites:
"The composition of Bermuda Landfill site comprise of household,
commercial and special waste. The likely range of problems that might
occur at the site includes:
• Biodegradable materials such as household waste, produce
flammable and asphyxiant gases:,
• the decomposition of deposited material, landfill gases are produced
such as: carbondioxide, hydrogen, methane which are flammable
• Some waste can contain toxic or chemically aggressive substances
that interact with water or other waste to produce toxic materials,
• Despite Bermuda landfill being an older site, it does not mean
biodegradation has started or permanently ceased; old sites could be
activated by disturbance caused by construction and gas production
could be started or reactivated; this can cause emission of toxic gases
to the atmosphere;
• Site engineering may affect the impact of a site on its environment
e.g. changes in groundwater, contamination of ground water;

The Environmental
Agency has interactive
maps and records
showing a variety of
environmental
constraints in the area:
http://maps.environmentagency.gov.uk/wiyby/wiy
byController?ep=maptop
ics&lang=_e

Records for Bermuda
Landfill Site / Bermuda
Road Tip which is
underneath the land
required for the new
approach roads to the
A444 Bermuda Bridge
showing significant
levels of contamination.

WHY REJECT THE SCHEME?

These records accord
with the JMP feasibility
study and reinforce the
concerns of residents
that the negative
impacts of the project
are not being considered
by the scheme
promotors.

THE BERMUDA CONNECTIVITY GROWTH FUND BUSINESS CASE
Section 2.21 of this document notes that a key objective of the scheme
is to allow construction of “mega” housing developments:
“Additionally, there are two nearby proposed housing developments;
SHS1 (518 dwellings) and SHS2 (1,000 dwellings) which would also
benefit from the proposed bridge. HM Government estimates that up to
two jobs are created for every new home that is built, so the proposed
1,518 homes would generate up to a further 3,000 new jobs.”
Another key objectives was to generate new jobs. However since the
business case secured funding in 2014 the Coventry & Warwickshire
Local Enterprise Partnership have sent letter to County Councillors on
the 25th March 2015 revising down their job estimates to their
Strategic Economic Plan (March 2015). Within this latest letter the
estimated number of jobs has been reduced from 4000 to only 200. Of
these jobs none are directly attributable to the opening of the bridge.
The Bermuda Connectivity Growth Fund Business Case only noted a
Benefit Cost Ratio of 5.9 and cannot be seen as good value for money
given the serious environmental impacts of opening up the bridge.

Improved Environment for Cyclists/Pedestrians?
The Growth Fund Business Case for the project produced by WCC
specifically states that “general accessibility will be improved for
general traffic, freight, bus and rail services whilst also improving the
facilities for pedestrians and cyclists”. This last point is incorrect on
several counts. Separate briefing notes have been produced on the
impact of the Scheme on Road Safety and Cycling which can be
provided on request. All the sustainable cycling and pedestrian
elements proposed within the scheme already exist in ideal conditions
with little or no interaction with general traffic. The proposed scheme
will only endanger the lives of people using sustainable modes of
transport.

Access to the Bermuda Park Train Station
As noted above sustainable transport modes to the new train station
will not be improved and will actually become more dangerous.
Leaving Bermuda Road as a quiet residential cul-de-sac with the traffic
free bridge link to the existing cycle lanes on St Georges Way is the
best possible solution to encourage sustainable modes of transport.
The improved connectivity to the station already exists as noted in the
Bermuda Park Railway Station Transport Assessment which assessed
the new train station without the Bermuda Bridge being open and also
noted the ideal cycling and pedestrian access to the new station.

JMP Bridge Feasibility
Study for Warwickshire
County Council:
3.53 - "The development
will generate and
increase traffic volume in
the area, as well as alter
the traffic composition
on local roads”

Wider Environmental Issues

ENSORS POOL

ENSORS POOL
Ensors Pools is a Designated Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and a
Special Site of Scientific Interest (SSSI). As noted on Natural England’s
website Ensor's Pool holds a very large and healthy population of native
white-clawed crayfish Austropotamobius pallipes estimated at 50,000
individuals. It is of national importance as one of the best lake populations
of crayfish in England.

“This 1 ha marl pit
holds a very large
population, estimated
at 50,000. Although
crayfish plague
outbreaks have
occurred in the
Midlands, this
waterbody is isolated
from river systems and
is a good example of a
‘refuge’ site in an
important part of the
species’ former
range.”

http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/ProtectedSites/SACselection/sac.asp?EUcode=U
K0012646
Opening up Bermuda Road to through traffic will bring high levels of traffic
including a large proportion of heavy goods vehicles in close proximity to
Ensors Pools. If there were to be a road traffic accidents or oil spillage
there is a higher probability of oils and other contaminates seeping into
the groundwater and making its way to Ensors Pool threating the unique
habitat of this local beauty spot. The pools is also popular with walkers
and residents and the road the segregate the pools from the local
community making it much more dangerous to cross the road to access
this popular amenity.

DEFRA

Land at Bermuda
Park, Extended Phase
1 Habitat Survey,
Middlemarch
Environmental,
September 2013:

BATS
There are 17 species of bats in the UK all of which are protected by law.
Many bats can been seen in summer months flying around the Bermuda
and Arbury Area. A desk study by Deeley homes for the recent housing
developments adjacent to the route noted records for a noctule bat at
Ensors Pool and required bat boxes to be erected for pipistrelle bats.

“the dense scrub and
species-poor
hedgerow provide
suitable foraging
habitat for bats. As
such, foraging bats
are a notable
consideration in
relation to the
proposed
development”

NEWTS, REPTILES & OTHER SPECIES

A Phase 1 extended
habitat survey of the
Bermuda area of
Nuneaton was
undertaken by
Middlemarch
Environmental as
noted in Table 5.2 of
Summary of
Ecological Importance
of Species on Site
Land at Bermuda Park

The above study
covers the same area
and environmentally
similar areas to that
seriously affected by
the Bermuda
Connectivity Project.

It is a fair assumption
to say that these same
species could be
affected by the new
link road on the
approach to the bridge
and noise and
pollution from traffic
along the route
adjacent to their
habitat.

FLOOD RISK ASSESSMENT
The proposed “bypass” will not only segregate Bermuda Village from the
rest of Nuneaton but will also be dangerous for road users. The road in
the village is often flooded due to its low lying nature close to existing
flood plains as noted in the Environmental Agency map below.

COMMUNITY ISSUES
There is a vibrant community along the route consisting of families with
young children and the elderly who have chosen to invest in property
along a safe quiet residential cul-de-sac away. Many of us purposely
chose our homes to avoid the safety and environmental concerns of living
along “rat runs” and main roads which will now be imposed on us with
residents subjected to additional noise, vibration from heavy goods
vehicles and an increase in the levels of dangerous particulates and
pollution from internal combustion engines:

The A444 bypass is
elevated on an
embankment so is not
subject to the intense
flooding suffered by
the residential
community.

Bermuda Road is
600m shorter than the
main A444 / B4112
route and has no
junctions compared to
5 junctions / signalised
crossings on the main
road. This will result in
traffic rat running
through the narrow
residential streets to
avoid the long traffic
queues on the A444

•

The bridge is intended to support an unsustainable 2000+ housing
estate by Arbury Hall (a Historic Stately Home). This will result in
the loss of green belt land and will result in increased congestion
on many existing roads through residential communities.

The adjacent map
shows increased
congestion on the roads
highlighted in red while
those roads highlighted
in grey are the new ‘rat
runs created by the
scheme through
residential communities
??????

•
•

•

•

•

•

The character of the quiet and historic Bermuda village will be
affected as it gets severed from Arbury Ward by the new “bypass”.
There is a severe 90 degree bend on Bermuda Road that does not
have the necessary visibility or width for two way heavy goods
vehicles and road widening works will impact upon recently
installed trees, an attenuation pond and wildlife area.

The route does not meet the required horizontal and forward
visibility standards in the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges.
Significant earthworks will be required on the approach to the
bridge along contaminated land affecting wildlife scrubland.
The proposed Bermuda Road / Heath End Road signalised
junction will require the compulsory purchase of residential
gardens and the removal of trees.
Street lighting is not suitable for the change in use of the highway
and will lead to road accidents at night. Improvements to lighting
will be required but could lead to additional light pollution.
The area is popular for equestrian activities (one of the recent
estate roads is called the Bridleway!). The traffic as a result of
bridge will make it unsafe for these activities to continue.

The Alternative
However there are alternatives. The same scheme promoters (WCC
and CWLEP) have the A444 Corridor Improvements project.
http://bermudabridgeactiongroup.co.uk/the-alternatives-to-the-bridge/
Implementing this project would solve all the congestion issues on the
A444 and allow for all economic growth and all envisaged development
within Nuneaton in the future. It is clear from the business case that
these conclusions have been determined without the A444 Bermuda
Bridge being opened to traffic (see image below from the business
case which shows the bridge closed to traffic). This proves that opening
up the Bermuda Bridge is unnecessary, a waste of public funds and
that there is a far better alternative to both the environment and local
communities that would keep strategic traffic on strategic routes by
upgrading existing corridors. This would be beneficial to the
environment in terms of reduced congestion, air pollution without
creating the significant impacts upon communities, the environment,
contaminated land and SSSIs identified within this briefing note.
The £12M A444 Corridor Improvements reconfigure 5 major junctions
(also see image below from the CWLEP):
•
•
•
•
•

.

B4112 Heath End Road / Greenmoor Road Junction
B4112 College Street / Bull Ring Junction
A444 / B4112 College Street Junction
A444 / George Eliot Hospital Junction
A444 / A4254 Coton Arches Junction

Coventry and
Warwickshire Local
Enterprise Partnership
Warwickshire County
Council Strategic
Economic Plan,
Outline Major
Transport Scheme
Business Case ( A444
Corridor
Improvements – Coton
Arches Roundabout to
George Eliot Hospital):
3.6.5 - "The scheme
achieves its primary
objective of
addressing all queuing
and congestion issues
on the A444 corridor at
this location.
Additionally, the
scheme provides
capacity for NBBC
Local Plan growth over
the plan period (up to
2028). The scheme
also has sufficient
capacity to
accommodate
significant further
growth.”

3.2.8 - "The proposed
scheme is designed to
address existing
congestion problems
and related safety
concerns by reducing
vehicle delays at key
pinch points on the
approach to and from
Nuneaton town centre
and to facilitate
significant future
employment and
housing growth as set
out in Nuneaton and
Bedworth Borough’s
Local Plan."

The £3M Coton Arches element of the project has now been funded
with Growth Fund monies. Therefore, the remainder of the A444
Corridor Improvement Project could be completed for a similar capital
cost to the Bermuda Connectivity Project.
On this basis we hope that environmental groups and those with an
interest in protecting local communities, air quality, habitat spaces and
wildlife will review the scheme proposals in more detail and object to
Warwickshire County Council in regard to opening the bridge to all
traffic at the Bermuda Connectivity Project public consultation (planned
for June 2015).
By opposing the Bermuda Connectivity Project you will be:
•
•
•
•
•

Saving lives.
Preventing segregation of a community.
Protecting a sustainable transport route to the new train station
and Bermuda Park.
Preventing commuters and heavy goods vehicle cutting along
unsuitable roads through residential communities.
Preventing the destruction of wildlife habitats.

Implementing the A444 Corridor Improvement instead of the Bermuda
Connectivity Project will:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Protect existing wildlife habitats and SSSIs.
Keep strategic traffic on strategic routes away from pedestrians
on a purpose built dual carriageway
Avoid exposing hazardous and heavily contaminated land.
Reduce both congestion & accidents.
Deliver more economic benefits than opening the bridge.
Ensure the new train station isn’t adjacent to a main road.

Alarmingly, against
Government Best
practice, a full
WebTAG assessment
of the Bermuda
Connectivity Scheme
has not been
undertaken even
though there are valid
alternatives including
the A444 Corridor
Improvements and the
proposed new build
bypasses in the Local
Borough Plan (this is
still not approved 2
years after the public
consultation!)

CWLEP SEP, Outline
Major Transport
Scheme Business
Case ( A444 Corridor
Improvements – Coton
Arches Roundabout to
George Eliot Hospital):
3.2.9 - "Benefits in
terms of congestion
relief should be
realised immediately
upon scheme
completion.”
4.2.1 - "Planned
outcomes in terms of
reduced congestion
and safety
improvements will be
realised immediately
upon completion of the
scheme."

