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INTRODUCTION 

Warwickshire County Council funded a new Park & Ride train station 

on the Nuneaton to Birmingham Cross Country railway line. The £8M 

transport interchange is situated close to junction 9 of the M42 

motorway the interchange provides excellent connection to the national 

and regional rail, bus and highway network. 

A key design requirement at Coleshill Parkway was that the station 

needed to encourage access to the station from all directions but that 

by constructing a new bridge over the railway to access the station car 

park, they would not open a new rat run through residential areas from 

a large industrial development and the strategic highway. The bridge 

linked the station to residential areas of Coleshill and a major industrial 

estate / rail freight terminal at Hams Hall. In addition to the route 

provided access to the strategic highway (A446, M42 and M6). 

However, access control ensured that the through route was only 

available to sustainable modes of transport. 

The design of the station was a stunning success and achieved its 

objectives of encouraging people to transfer to sustainable modes of 

travel. In fact the project won an award for the West Midlands branch of 

the Institution of Civil Engineers. 

RELEVANCE TO BERMUDA CONNECTIVITY 

SCHEME 

This project proposes that an existing pedestrian and cycling bridge 

over the A444 by Bermuda Village is upgraded to carry all traffic 

thereby creating a ‘new’ road bridge to link to the new train station. One 

of the key stated aims of the project is the “Provision of additional car 

and cycle parking for Bermuda Rail Station”. This would effectively 

make the new Bermuda Park station a park and ride facility but opening 

the bridge to all traffic to provide this access route will create a more 

significant ‘rat run’ to the A444 and M6 than the new bridge at Coleshill 

Parkway would have created. At Coleshill Parkway the same highway 

authority as that promoting the Bermuda Connectivity Project designed 

out this issue through the use of access controls on the bridge to 

provide access to the car park but preventing a ‘rat run’. 

 

JMP Bridge Feasibility 
Study for Warwickshire 
County Council: 

3.51 - "Construction of 
the development, as well 
as opening it to the 
traffic will produce air 
and noise pollution and 
increase roads accidents 
and congestion around 
the site. The 
development will also 
affect residents of 
Nuneaton due to 
increase of pollutants 
related to traffic 
emission." 

 

 

4.2 - "The assessments 
indicate that limited bus 
operational and 
patronage benefits 
would occur from the 
opening of the bridge in 
the form of a sustainable 
modes bridge given that 
cycling and walking are 
already catered for on 
an informal basis.  

Table 6.3 -"The above 
analysis assumes that 
no new benefits accrue 
from the provision of the 
cycle ways as these 
journeys can already be 
made." 



 
 

Coleshill Parkway Precedent 

Car parking for 200 vehicles is provided between two adjacent car 

parks.  The one on the west side of the new bridge is accessed from 

Edison Road (southbound).  The other to the east of the bridge, is 

accessed from Station Road (northbound) via the new over bridge. To 

avoid a through route, only buses can travel between the two car parks 

by using a section of carriageway controlled by a lowering barrier. 

 

Nuneaton Town Centre 

A similar principle of access control is used in Nuneaton Town Centre 

to control access to the Town Centre. Lowering bollards are in 

operation between the hours of 10am and 4pm to prevent general 

traffic from travelling through the town centre and causing road safety 

issues due to the conflict between the place and movement functions of 

the street (similar issues as those that will be created by channeling 

large amounts of traffic through residential estate roads. Only 

authorized vehicles are allowed access to the Town Centre during this 

time. As a control room and monitoring facility is already in place it 

would simple to introduce the same facility to control access to the new 

Bermuda Park Train Station with modern Wi-Fi systems.   

The precedents set by Warwickshire County Council at Coleshill 

Parkway and Nuneaton Town Centre could be used in combination to 

achieve the key stated aim of the Bermuda Connectivity Project of 

access to the train station while also meeting all the schemes 

objectives is almost identical scenario to the Bermuda Park Station.  

North Warwickshire 
Council, Community & 
Environment Board 
Report (6th June 2005), 
Coleshill Parkway 
Railway Station: 

 "4.3 There is a 
requirement to prevent 
the general public from 
using the new bridge as 
an alternative means to 
access Coleshill via 
Edison Road.  
Therefore, it is proposed 
to introduce a No Entry 
except for buses and 
authorised vehicles 
restriction along a short 
length of Edison Road” 

“4.4 To ensure that only 
buses and authorised 
vehicles use this route a 
system of raising and 
lowering bollards 
activated via a 
transponder or keypad is 
being considered.” 

“5.2 Without effective 
control, there is potential 
for the route from Edison 
Road over the new 
bridge and into Station 
Road to become a ”rat-
run” as drivers seek an 
alternative route into 
Coleshill from the north 
and vice versa.  Station 
Road, in particular, is a 
local road and there 
would be problems if 
additional traffic was 
able to use this as an 
alternative “through 
route”. 

 

Access Control Barrier 



 
 

CONCLUSION 

The main objectives of the Bermuda Connectivity Project are shown 

below in an extract from Section 1.1 of the scheme’s Growth Fund 

Business Case: 

 

All of the above could be met by simply following the Coleshill Parkway 

precedent. Improved transport links and route choice would be created 

to the Bermuda Park station while the safe environment already in 

place for cyclists and pedestrians would be maintain thereby supporting 

any new jobs at Bermuda Park. The modal shift to train will also 

remove car journeys off the B4112 and A444. This would all be 

achieved by providing a split car park with access from either from the 

A444 or Bermuda Road with control bollards installed on a short 

section of St Georges Way between the car parks to allow deliveries to 

local businesses but preventing cars using the route as a ‘rat run’ 

through Bermuda Village (see image opposite).  

However, WCC have made the ‘claim’ below in regard to the Bermuda 

Connectivity Project within the public consultation material they have 

issued to the residents of Nuneaton: 

 

 

 

 

As demonstrated above both the above are achieved by the option we 

have proposed above. Opening the bridge as a through route will only 

be damaging to the safety and wellbeing of pedestrians and cyclists 

and is likely to result in a significant decrease in people using 

sustainable modes of transport (please refer to the Road Safety and 

Cycling briefing notes we have produced). Therefore we feel the public 

have been mis-informed about the real impacts of the project:  

http://bermudabridgeactiongroup.co.uk 

Please ensure you get involved in the public consultation and 

have your voice heard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


